
March 11, 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians of NACS Children, 
 
We continue to learn new information about COVID-19. Please find attached to this 

communication a copy of a letter from the Health Commissioner of Allen County Deborah 
McMahan, MD. Also attached to this email are cleaning protocols recommended by the CDC 
that can be used at home and which were shared by the Allen County Department of Health 

(ACDH). 
 
Additional information based on recent events throughout Indiana is provided below. 

 
At this point, the State of Indiana has not relaxed statutory school attendance requirements. 
However, NACS respects each parent’s determination regarding her/his child’s attendance 

during these unprecedented times. We request that parents communicate with the school, so 
we are aware of your attendance decision. By doing so, we can work with you to provide 
educational activities for your child to complete so s/he continues moving forward 

academically. We want to avoid the need for your child to repeat a grade level or a course. 
We also need documentation of your decision, so we can communicate with the State of 
Indiana regarding statutory attendance and state standardized testing requirements. 

 
Regarding the recent closings or decisions to implement remote learning at Avon Community 

Schools, Indiana University, and Purdue University, please know that NACS has been 
participating in meetings with local public health, medical, business, school, faith, social 
service, and government leaders to coordinate our community’s response to COVID-19. 

NACS is working closely with the ACDH. If the ACDH believes our schools should be closed 
based on the evidence to which they have access, then we will close. Please be aware that 
such a closure will be for an extended period of time, and it will include providing educational 

services remotely. 
 
We understand the magnitude of these decisions. We will continue working with the ACDH, 

and we will continue participating in the planning groups organized by the ACDH. All of us 
working with the ACDH desire to continue with business as usual, and each of us are 
implementing actions to create the conditions necessary for continuing as such. However, we 

are also prepared to take additional steps if public health officials deem these steps are 
necessary to slow the spread of the novel virus, so a vaccine and treatments can be 
developed to protect our most medically-vulnerable community members. 

 
In the meantime, we created a page on our website containing updated information about 
COVID-19. It can be accessed by clicking here. Because new information is being shared 

quickly, our website will be best place to find updated information as it relates to our schools. 
 
Thank you for supporting our schools. We continue our commitment to develop the talent 

and nurture the creativity of each learner. And we will continue to do so by providing healthy 
and safe learning environments that engage, support, and challenge each learner so each 
learner can become a leading member of our community. 

 
Respectfully, 
 

Chris Himsel 
Superintendent  

https://www.nacs.k12.in.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=21016704&pageId=23525375

